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retired, first blowing up the bridge of Alcantara, the finest
monument of Trajan's genius.1

Soult, after providing himself with artillery from Corunna,
held an interview with Ney, and proposed to unite their
available forces and re-invade Portugal But, as they could
not agree, he brought his troops to recruit themselves at
Zamora. Of the officers compromised in the plot at Oporto,
Captain Argenton, adjutant of the 18th Dragoons, who was
the soul of the conspiracy, was tried by court-martial and
sentenced to death, but succeeded in escaping.2 His colonel,
M. Lafitte, was retired. General Loison and Colonel
Donnadieu, who were accused, but without evidence, were
not punished; but Loison's being allowed to remain with the
Army of Portugal could not fail to be mischievous.

At this time Soult sent General Franceschi to Madrid to
explain his views to Joseph. This excellent officer fell into
an ambush laid by the guerrilla chief, called the Capuchin,
and, being taken to Seville and Granada, was treated by the
central junta as a criminal and thrown into prison. After-
wards he was removed to Cartagena, where he died of yellow
fever. This was a great loss to the army, for Franceschi
possessed all the qualities of a consummate/general.

[l The destruction of the bridge, though purposely brought about by
Yictor, seems actually to have been performed by Colonel Mayne, in
command of a Portuguese force.]

[2 He escaped to England for a time only; returning to Trance, he was
tried by court-martial and shot, December, 1809,]
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ifeat him in several battles,
